
“Politics should be the part-time job of every American.”
- Dwight D. Eisenhower

Interior Design Legislation
Fact and Fiction
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What is a professional Interior Designer?

A professional Interior Designer is qualified
by education, experience, and examination to 
enhance the function, safety, and quality of 
interior spaces.
Professional Interior Designers combine critical and creative 
thinking, and knowledge of building codes, communication and 
technology, for the purposes of improving quality of life, 
increasing productivity and protecting the health, safety, and 
welfare of those who occupy the spaces they design.

- American Society of Interior Designers



Professional Interior Designers
plan interior spaces for all building types:

Offices
Government and Institutional
Healthcare Facilities
Theaters
Retail
Multi and Single Family Residential
Schools and CollegesSchools and Colleges
Ecclesiastical
Hotels
Restaurants
Fitness Facilities
Libraries
Military Facilities
Museums
Airport Terminals



“ Whether you’re dining in a restaurant, 
sitting in class, working at the office, or lying 
in a hospital bed, you are surrounded by 
decisions made by an interior designer. ”



Decisions made by professional Interior 
Designers include:

Providing proper means of egress based on occupancy, 
usage, and compliance with local building codes.

Providing accessible public spaces to meet guidelines 
set forth by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Specifying finishes that are appropriate for the specific Specifying finishes that are appropriate for the specific 
application and meet local, state, and national fire 
codes.

Providing ergonomically advanced solutions to promote 
the health, comfort, and general well being of the end 
user.

And, last but not least, providing creative and 
aesthetic solutions that create beauty and harmony.     



Why Should Interior Designers Be 
Regulated?

• Decisions made by Interior Designers directly affect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public.  

• Legal recognition ensures that only qualified 
individuals design public interior spaces, or represent 
themselves to the public as state Certified or themselves to the public as state Certified or 
Registered Interior Designers.

• Legal recognition establishes standards of minimum 
competency, including education, experience and 
examination, which are enforceable.



Why Should Interior Designers Be 
Regulated?

• By providing a legal definition of the scope of practice, 
legislation helps consumers differentiate the 
responsibilities and services of each of the design 
professions.  

• It allows consumers to choose the appropriate 
professional and brings the benefit of open competition professional and brings the benefit of open competition 
to the design process.

• Legal recognition enables a state or jurisdiction to 
discipline an interior designer.  Without the ability to 
regulate and discipline a profession, a jurisdiction cannot 
protect the public.



Why Should Interior Designers Be 
Regulated?

• Legal recognition provides standards of practice 
embodied in an enforceable code of ethics, which also 
incorporates professional fiduciary responsibilities.

• It allows consumers a means of addressing 
grievances with Interior Designers and prevents 
unethical designers from continuing to practice.unethical designers from continuing to practice.

• Legal recognition firmly establishes interior design as 
a profession worthy of protection.



Qualification - “The 3 E’s”:

Education:
Completing a degree, either a 2-year associates or a 4-year 
bachelors, is an essential element to the professional practice of 
interior design.  

Experience:
A minimum of 2 years work experience with a 4-year degree, or 4 
years of experience with a 2-year degree, is required by most  
states that have legislation in place. states that have legislation in place. 

Examination:
All states that regulate professions use examination as a qualifying 
measure. The National Council for Interior Design Qualification 
(NCIDQ) is the nationally recognized interior design testing agency.  
It is the most effective vehicle known for measuring minimum 
competency in the field of interior design.



Continuing Education

Interior Design is a constantly evolving field.
NOTHING stays the same.

Many of the states and provinces that have laws regulating the 
practice of interior design and/or the use of a title require continuing 
education as a condition of renewal.

ASID, IIDA, and NCIDQ already require annual continuing 
education credits in order to maintain membership.education credits in order to maintain membership.



What is Interior Design Legislation?

Title Acts

• Regulates the use of a specific title, such as “Registered 
Interior Designer” or “Certified Interior Designer.”

• Establishes a state-held database where the names of 
qualified individuals are recorded.

• Title Acts DO NOT limit the services that one may provide, only 
what one may call oneself.  



What is Interior Design Legislation?

Practice Acts

• Requires individuals practicing any aspect of interior design to 
become licensed.   

• Does not require individuals practicing under licensed 
designers to become licensed while they are accumulating 
necessary years of experience (ie: “Intern Interior Designer”)necessary years of experience (ie: “Intern Interior Designer”)

• Usually does not affect those that practice 
residential design, as most residential design 
is not regulated by the state



What is Interior Design Legislation?

“Self-Certification”

• Currently only applies to the state of California.

• Similar to a Title Act in that it establishes a specific title for 
qualified individuals such as “Certified Interior Designer.”

• No state-run or state-accountable board that oversees the • No state-run or state-accountable board that oversees the 
profession.  The California Council for Interior Design Certification 
is an independent, self-certifying agency that holds records for 
“Certified Interior Designers.”



What is Interior Design Legislation?

“Permitting Statute”

• Currently only applies to the state of Colorado.  In 2001, CIDC put forth a 
bill to fight a legal challenge from architects, who tried to restrict our practice 
to one-story buildings less than 1000 square feet. 

• Governor Bill Owens allowed this bill to become a law without signing it, 
saying that it is “a legitimate effort to address restrictions in Colorado’s saying that it is “a legitimate effort to address restrictions in Colorado’s 
architecture laws that unfairly limit the nature of the work that interior 
designers can perform.”

• Allows qualified interior designers (who possess the 3 E’s) to submit non-
structural plans for a building permit. 

• Does not , however, legally force building officials 
to accept plans.  There is no local or state-wide 
compliance, nor any list of designers who are qualified 
under this statute.



Which states regulate interior design?
• 26 states currently have in place some form of Interior Design legislation.
• 11 states currently have some form of Interior Design legislation in the works.
• All of the Canadian provinces have some form of Interior Design legislation.
• Title Acts were recently enacted in Indiana, Texas and Oklahoma 



So what is the Big Picture?

• Qualified Interior Designers would be allowed to pr actice their 
chosen profession to the fullest extent of their ca pabilities.
“Registered Interior Designers” would be allowed to file non-structural, 
interior drawings for permit without having to obtain an Architect’s stamp, 
and without the red tape currently in place.

• Interior designers, kitchen designers, home stagers, etc. who do not 
possess the 3 E’s would be able to practice as they always have, without 
restrictions – they simply could not call themselves a “Registered Interior restrictions – they simply could not call themselves a “Registered Interior 
Designer”.

• A level of minimum competency would be 
established for the profession.

• Qualifications from state-to-state would be 
more consistent.

• The general public would have a clearer
understanding of what it is we actually do.



What is CIDC’s position?

•Our mission and reason for being is to preserve, protect and 
promote the interior design profession.  This includes opposition to 
restrictions that may be proposed on small businesses, such as sales 
tax laws and health care requirements that could negatively affect 
practicing interior designers.

• CIDC has always pursued “Title Acts” - not “Practice Acts”.  We 
recognize the benefit of a wide variety of services and practitioners, 
we simply believe the consumer should have the knowledge we simply believe the consumer should have the knowledge 
and the ability to easily choose the designer who best 
meets their needs.

• If you currently practice in Colorado and meet the “3E” 
qualifiers you would be required to register with the state.

• If you currently practice interior design and call yourself 
an “Interior Designer” you can continue to do so.  
Only the title “Registered Interior Designer” would be 
protected by Colorado law.



Who opposes interior design legislation?  

The Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies (DOR A)
• Has strict statutory guidelines that have difficulty recognizing emerging professions
• Requires quantifiable “proof of harm” that insurance agencies will not provide due 
to privacy standards – but such proof does exist

National Anti-Regulatory Libertarian Groups
• Are against regulation in any form, and fight it with money & influence
• Have put forth incorrect information about the effects of legislation

National AIA
• Nationally are opposed to ID legislation, 
but local chapters have cooperated with 
Title acts 

…and, some interior designers, 
some kitchen designers, some 
big-box retailers, some home
stagers, some small business 
groups, etc….



Legislation:  Fact & Fiction

• Fiction: “The public is not asking for interior design legislation”
• Fact: The public is simply not aware of the vast differences in interior 

designers’ skill sets.  If they knew that anyone can call themselves an 
interior designer whether or not they are educated or trained, they would  
demand regulation.

• Fiction: “The public is not in any danger from interior designers.  There is 
no evidence whatsoever that interior designers can cause harm.  Adequate 
safeguards are in place with architects and code officials.”

• Fact:  Interior spaces are remodeled frequently, and many times architects 
are not involved, and permits are not required for “cosmetic” changes.  To 
protect the public, it is critical that products be specified that meet 
flammability and toxicity code requirements.  The Interior Designer is the 
sole point of responsibility for these issues.



Legislation:  Fact & Fiction

• Fiction:  “Interior design legislation will put me out of busi ness.”
• Fact:  Title acts simply restrict what you call yourself.  The practice of 

interior design will not change in Colorado.

• Fiction:  “Title acts do not provide protection for the health , safety and 
welfare of the consumer.”

• Fact:  Title acts allow the consumer freedom of choice, an d gives the • Fact:  Title acts allow the consumer freedom of choice, an d gives the 
tools needed to choose the right skill set for thei r project.  

• Fiction:  “A title isn’t needed to select furniture or choose paint 
colors.”

• Fact:  Unless flammability, toxicity, and sustainability o f materials  are 
important.



Legislation:  Fact & Fiction
• Fiction:  “Kitchen designers’ businesses will be negatively af fected.”
• Fact:  Unless a kitchen designer calls themselves a “Regist ered 

Interior Designer” while not possessing the required  credentials, their 
business will not be affected in any way.

• Fiction:  “Interior design is a creative field, and the creati ve process is 
hurt by unnecessary regulation.”

• Fact:  Regulation has no impact upon creativity.  There is actual • Fact:  Regulation has no impact upon creativity.  There is actual 
knowledge required to be an interior designer. 

• Fiction:  “The NCIDQ exam is not the right standard to use.  I t is 
restricted only to those who have attended CIDA-acc redited schools.”

• Fact:  The NCIDQ exam is the national standard for testing  the body of 
knowledge of the interior design profession, and th is has been proven 
by independent psychometric evaluations.  And, CIDA  accreditation is 
not required; it is merely one of 5 different combi nations of education 
and experience that one must have to be eligible to  take the exam.  
The exam is also open to anyone who meets the requi rements.



Legislation:  Fact & Fiction

• Fiction:  “The NCIDQ exam is too expensive and is a burden.”
• Fact:  The cost of the NCIDQ exam is in line with the prof essional 

exams required for accountants, attorneys, and for LEED accredited 
professionals, to name a few.  It is the cost of be ing a professional.

• Fiction:  “You shouldn’t need to take an exam to be an interio r 
designer”.designer”.

• Fact:  You are not required to take the NCIDQ exam to offe r interior 
design services.  But, you would have to take it an d pass it in order to 
become a Registered Interior Designer.  

• Fiction:  “Title acts are just a start – what they are after is  a practice 
act”.

• Fact:  A practice act is not under consideration in Colorado.  
Architects would vigorously oppose any attempt, and  we have their 
general agreement with the title act as proposed.  Colorado is 
historically anti-regulatory, and so a practice act  is highly unlikely to 
ever pass the legislature and become law.



What other professions are regulated in 
Colorado?

Physicians
Dentists
Veterinarians
Nurses
Pharmacists
Physical Therapists
Optometrists

Architects
Landscape Architects
Engineers

Electricians
Electrical Contractors
Plumbers
Landscape SurveyorsOptometrists

Dental Hygienists

Chiropractors
Midwives
Acupuncturists
Estheticians

Stockbrokers
Accountants
Insurance Agents
Real Estate Agents

Landscape Surveyors

Manicurists
Barbers
Cosmetologists
Hearing Aid Dealers

Bail Bonding Agents
Hunting and Fishing Guides

Boxers / Kickboxers
Sports Agents



What’s the status of regulation in 
Colorado?

• The Colorado Interior Design Coalition (CIDC) introduced a bill on 
January 7, 2009, sponsored by Rep. Dickey Lee Hullinghorst of Boulder 
County.

•The bill was for a Title Act to replace the existing Permitting Statute, 
and create the title of “Registered Interior Designer.”  It proposed to 
create a regulatory model that was independent from the Architects’ 
statute.statute.

• The bill would have required the Department of Regulatory Agencies 
(DORA) to create a database of qualified Interior Designers, and interior 
designers who met the requirements of the bill would have been 
required to register, at a cost to be determined.

• Due to the current economic conditions, as well as to opposition from 
other designers, the bill was “postponed indefinitely.” 



What comes next?

• CIDC is re-tooling our strategy and will be focusin g on education and 
communication efforts in the months ahead.  

• Opposition groups have distributed incorrect inform ation about the 
effects of regulation, and CIDC wants to ensure tha t interior designers 
in Colorado have the facts about our efforts.

• We urge you to join with us to enact regulation in Colorado.  
Otherwise, the practice of interior design will be governed by the will 
and whims of others.  

• Take control, and ensure the vitality and longevity  of your profession 
today!



“The greater danger for most of us lies not
in setting our aim too high and falling short;
but in setting our aim too low, and but in setting our aim too low, and 
achieving our mark.” - Michelangelo



Colorado Interior Design Coalition (CIDC)
www.cidc-colorado.org

American Society of Interior Designers (ASID)
www.asid.org

International Interior Design Association (IIDA)
www.iida.org


